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A
BSTRACT

The w
orld of H

erodotus’ Histories is replete w
ith things. It 

is the aim
 of this w

orkshop to explore this m
aterial dim

en-
sion of H

erodotus’ w
ork. The presence of things in the His-

tories raises various diffi
cult questions, including: H

ow
 are 

w
e to im

agine the relation betw
een H

erodotean things 
and the extra-textual w

orld? W
hat role do things play 

at the narrative level? D
o they function as signs or resist 

interpretation? D
o they have agency? W

hat does the pre-
sentation of things in the Histories tell us about H

erodo-
tus’ conception of his narrative project? In the w

orkshop, 
questions such as these w

ill be addressed by an internati-
onal group of scholars.
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Saturday, 26 January

10.00 am
Eva Tyrell (Bern)
O

n Correlations betw
een H

erodotus’ N
arrative 

Representations of Relics from
 the Past and Their 

D
ifferent Persuasive Functions

 11.00 am
Coffee Break

11.30 am
Alex Purves (UC Los Angeles)
‘That thing w

hich…
’: Ending and O

bject in H
erodotus 

Book 9.

12.30 am
Lunch

PRO
G

RA
M

M
E

Friday, 25 January

2.00 pm
Introduction

2.15 pm
Andreas Schw

ab (LM
U M

unich)
Egyptian Things M

atter: H
erodotus on M

aterial Religion 
in Egypt

3.15 pm
Coffee Break

3.45 pm
Lilah Grace Canevaro (Edinburgh)
Iconatrophy and It-N

arrative: The M
aterial Agency of the 

M
onum

ent-N
ovelle

4.45 pm
Coffee Break

5.15 pm
Benjam

in Allgaier (Heidelberg)
A Polysem

ous Sem
a: H

erodotus’ Presentation of Alyattes’ 
Inscribed Tom

b

7.30 pm
D

inner


