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In the year 1049, the monastic community of St. Em-
meram in Regensburg found in its church within the 
holy body of St Dionysius, better known as St Denis, 
the patron saint of all of Gallia, buried in the famous 
abbey north of Paris. 

In his presentation Michele Luigi Vescovi will explore 
the construction of the institutional memory related to 
the presence of the holy body of the saint in Regens-
burg. Particularly, he will focus on the portal built af-
ter the inventio. Here, the effigies of St Emmeram 
(patron saint of the church), Christ and St Dionysius 
are accompanied by inscriptions. Vescovi  will con-
sider the careful interaction between the concepti-
on of the inscriptions as texts and their articulation 
in the written space, to then explore these inscrip-
tions as intellectual statements, linking them to the  
manuscripts once held in the library of the abbey.


