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Throughout Antiquity, defixiones, also known 
as curse tablets, provided an unofficial and ille-
gal way to communicate with the supernatural 
world. These texts sought to influence persons 
and animals against their will. But to accomplish 
this goal, tablets had to be deposited in speci-
fic contexts, such as necropoleis, sanctuaries or 
wells. In this talk we will analyze the different 
archaeological evidence for the deposition of 
tablets in order to show how the cultural valu-
es and beliefs influenced magical practitioners 
when deciding where to place their spells.Fl
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